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OSHA’s Mission 

 Assuring the safety & health of America’s 

workers by: 

 Setting and enforcing standards 

 Providing training, outreach, and education 

 Establishing partnerships 

 Providing compliance assistance 
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The Occupational Safety and Health 

Act of 1970 (OSH Act) 

 Employers - responsible for “safe and healthful 

workplace” for employees 

 

 Covers private sector workers through Federal 

OSHA or OSHA-approved State Plans 

 

 State and local government workers have 

protections in State-Plan States 
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OSHA’s Jurisdiction (Authority) 

 Geographical Jurisdiction 

 States, Washington DC, Puerto Rico, USVI, American 

Samoa, Guam, N. Mariana Is., Wake Is., Johnston Is., OCS 

 U.S. Navigable Waters 

 

 State-Plan States 

 State run plans that are  

    “at least as effective  

    as Federal OSHA” 

 Federal OSHA approves  

    and monitors State Plans 



Worker Safety & Health – Disaster Response 
 

Why coordinated worker safety and health is important: 
 

 Worker safety and health is a critical consideration during emergency 

responses, but is sometimes overlooked or seen as a low priority  

 

 Protecting response and recovery workers - essential to successful response 

and recovery operations 

 The health and well-being of response and recovery workers can ensure 

that the victims themselves are cared for properly 

 Multiple-worker fatalities or injuries could disrupt the entire response effort 

 The need for a rapid response to an incident increases the risk that 

personnel may be deployed with inadequate information about the safety 

and health hazards 

 

 When State, local, and/or Federal assets are overwhelmed, the NRF WSH 

Support Annex can provide coordinated technical assistance to help protect 

response and recovery workers 
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National Plans & Policy 

 National Response Framework (NRF) 

 Response Operations 

 FEMA Mission Assignments 

 NRF Worker Safety and Health (WSH) Support Annex 
 

 National Disaster Recovery Framework (NDRF) 

 Recovery Operations (may overlap with Response Operations) 

 

 National Contingency Plan (40 CFR 300) 

 USCG/EPA Pollution Removal Funding Authorizations (PRFA) 

 

 White House National Security Council - Policy 

 

 



NRF WSH Support Annex 

Coordinating Agency:  DOL/OSHA 

Cooperating Agencies:  DOD, DOE, DHHS, DHS, EPA 

 

 Technical Assistance and Support Activities 

 Worker Safety and Health Needs Assessment 

 Health and Safety Plans 

 Safety and Health Hazard Assessments 

 Personal Protective Equipment 

 Data Management 

 Training and Communication 

 Response and Recovery Worker Health and Medical Surveillance 
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National Response System (NRS) 

 Over 35 years and over 30K emergencies per year 

 

 Oil spill and hazardous substance release responses 

 

 Support to Environmental Protection Agency and U.S. 

Coast Guard Federal On-Scene Coordinators  

 

 National Oil and Hazardous Substances Pollution 

Contingency Plan (NCP) – 40 CFR Part 300 
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National Response System  

 National Response Team (NRT) 

 Nationwide responsibilities for interagency planning, policy, and 

coordination for oil & hazardous substance pollution incidents 

 Representatives from 15 federal agencies, including DOL/OSHA 

 

 13 Regional Response Teams (RRTs) 

 One for each of the 10 EPA federal regions 

 One for Alaska, one for Caribbean, one for Oceania 

 Develops regional policies for and ensures an effective, 

coordinated response among all levels of government and the 

private sector 
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Worker Safety and Health under the 

National Contingency Plan (NCP) 

 40 CFR 300.150   Worker Health and Safety 

 (a) Response actions under the NCP will comply with the 

provisions for response action worker safety and health in 29 

CFR 1910.120.  The NRS meets the requirements of 29 CFR 

1910.120 concerning use of an incident command system. 

 (b) In a response action taken by a responsible party, the 

responsible party must assure that an occupational safety and 

health program consistent with 29 CFR 1910.120 is made 

available for the protection of workers at the response site. 
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OSHA’s Role Under the NCP 

 40 CFR 300.175 (b)(11)(ii) 

 

 On request, OSHA will provide advice and consultation to EPA 

and other NRT/RRT agencies as well as to the On Scene 

Coordinator/Remedial Project Manager regarding hazards to 

persons engaged in response activities.  OSHA may also take 

any other action necessary to assure that employees are 

properly protected at such response activities.  Any questions 

about occupational safety and health at these sites may be 

referred to the OSHA Regional Office.   
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National Response Framework vs  

National Contingency Plan 
National Response Framework 

 Federal Emergency 

Management Agency 

(FEMA) lead 

 Stafford Act  

 State request and 

Presidential Declaration  

 Natural Disasters and 

Terrorist Attacks 

 Tax payer funded (DRF) 

 

National Contingency Plan 

 Environmental Protection 

Agency or USCG lead 

 CERCLA / OPA 90 

 Responsible Party and/or 

Oil Spill Liability Trust 

fund paid 

 Releases of Oil and 

Hazardous Substances 

 Responsible Party pays 
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OSHA’s Roles in Disaster Response 

 Technical Assistance and Support 

 OSHA working within the Unified Command  

 National Contingency Plan (NCP) and National 

Response Framework (NRF) responses to “all hazards” 

 

 Enforcement 

 Enforcement of OSHA standards to ensure that 

employers are taking necessary actions to protect 

employees from work-related safety and health hazards 



14 

OSHA Hazardous Waste and Emergency 

Response Operations (HAZWOPER) Standard 

29 CFR 1910.120 

 Employers - develop and implement written 

safety and health program, including: 

 Organizational structure and work plan 

 Site characterization, evaluation, and control 

 Site-specific Health and Safety Plan (HASP) 

 Safety and health training program  

 Controls:  Engineering, Safe Work Practices (SWP), 

and Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) 

 Exposure monitoring 

 Medical surveillance 
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Types of Disasters 
 Man-Made 

 Oil / Chemical Spills 

 Radiation Releases 

 Terrorist Attacks   

 Natural 

 Hurricanes 

 Tornadoes 

 Earthquakes 

 Wildfires 

 Floods 

 Mudslides 
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Common Safety and Health Hazards 

in Disasters 

 Falls (roofs, ladders, scaffolds, slips/trips/falls) 

 Traffic (vehicles, yellow-gear, aerial lifts) 

 Power tools (chainsaws, chippers, generators) 

 Electrical (wires, power tools)  

 Material  handling (cranes, rigging) 

 Environmental (drowning, insects, animals) 

 Other (confined spaces, trenching) 
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Common Safety and Health Hazards 

in Disasters 

 Heat and Cold Stress 

 Asbestos 

 Lead 

 Oil and HAZMAT (all types of chemicals) 

 Radioactive contaminants 

 Biological contaminants (bacteria, viruses, fungi) 

 Environmental (infection/disease from insects, 

animals, mold, etc.) 

 

 



Deepwater Horizon  

Oil Spill Response  

 Over 47,000 workers 
and over 6,400 
vessels during peak 

 

 OSHA - part of the 
coordinated federal 
response to ensure 
worker protection 

 

 OSHA - “Role in the 
Response” report at 

 www.osha.gov/oilspills 



Fukushima Daiichi Nuclear Power Plant 

 OSHA concerned with domestic impacts of potentially 

contaminated debris coming from Japan 

 Ports of entry, airports, and mail/package handling 

facilities 

 Various agencies monitored and assessed radiation 

levels 

http://www.districtenergy.org/blog/wp-content/uploads/2012/07/fukushima-daichi-explosion.jpg
http://enformable.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/07/Contamination-at-Fukushima-Daiichi.jpg
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Hurricane “Superstorm” Sandy 

 Superstorm Sandy made landfall on October 29, 2012, near Atlantic City, 

NJ and affected over 20 states, from Florida to New England, with tropical 

storm force winds stretching far inland.  

 

 The storm brought a destructive storm surge to New York and New Jersey 

on the evening of October 29th, flooding numerous streets, tunnels and 

subway lines in Lower Manhattan and other areas of New York city and 

forcing power outages in many parts of the city and surrounding areas.  

 

 Extensive damage occurred in communities along the New Jersey, New 

York, and New England coast lines. 



Hurricane “Superstorm” Sandy 

 OSHA’s major activities included technical assistance, outreach, 

coordination and liaison, and training 

 ASSE and OSHA collaborated to ensure that response and recovery 

workers had personal protective equipment to protect from injury 

and illness  

 Common hazards:   

 Electrical Hazards 

 Flood Cleanup Hazards 

 Falls 

 Portable Generators 

 Construction Hazards 

 Tree Trimming and Debris Removal 

 Work Zone Traffic Safety 

 Mold 

 



Hurricane “Superstorm” Sandy 



Hurricane “Superstorm” Sandy 
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Sandy Webpage 
http://www.osha.gov/sandy 
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Keeping Workers Safe Fact Sheet  
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PPE Fact Sheet 



OSHA Activities in Hurricane 

“Superstorm” Sandy 

 Over 360 OSHA field and national office staff supported response 

activities over approximately a 3 month period 

 

 Over 1,600 outreach briefings 

 Reaching over 42,000 workers (over 9,000 non-English speaking) 

 

 Over 3,200 field interventions 

 Reaching over 21,000 workers (over 7,800 removed from danger) 

 

 Overall, OSHA impacted over 63,000 workers involved in Sandy 

cleanup and recovery 



West Fertilizer Company 

Explosion 



West Fertilizer Company Explosion 

 OSHA fined the West 

facility with 24 

citations totaling over 

$118,000 

 

 As a result, President 

Obama issued 

Executive Order 

13650- Improving 

Chemical Facility 

Safety and Security  



Moore, Oklahoma Tornadoes 

 



Moore, Oklahoma Tornadoes 

 



Oso, Washington Mudslide 







Emergency Preparedness & 

Response Resources 

Visit OSHA’s web site for additional information. The OSHA page links to 

many emergency preparedness and response resources. 

www.osha.gov | www.osha.gov/SLTC/emergencypreparedness/ 
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 Click on 

“A to Z 

Index” 

 Scroll to 

emergency 

topics in the 

list. 

http://www.osha.gov/
http://www.osha.gov/SLTC/emergencypreparedness/


Questions? 
 

 

 

Denise Matthews 

Director 

202-693-2405 
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